CHAP. VII.     EXPEDITION TO CONSTANTINOPLE.              34-5

of necessity, on hoard the fleet of Venice, in perpetual
intercourse with the profane and excommunicated Ve-
netians. They might communicate with them as far as
necessity compelled so long as they were on board theii
ships; no sooner had they reached the Holy Land, than
they were to sever the ungodly alliance; they wei*e
on no account to go forth to war with them against
the Saracens, lest they should incur the shameful
disaster of those in the Old Testament, who went up in
company with Achan and other sinners against the
Philistines.7

The mission of the Crusaders had been entirely silent
as to the new engagement to place the young innocent
Alexius on the throne of Constantinople.   In- SpeSSn to
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nocent either knew not or would not know nopie.
this new delinquency. He received the first authentic
intelligence from the legate Peter of Capua. The
Pope's- letters denounced the whole design in the most
lofty admonitory terms. " However guilty the Em-
peror of Constantinople and his subjects of blinding
his brother and of usurping the throne, it is not for
you to invade the Empire, which is under the especial
protection of the Holy See. Ye took not the cross to
avenge the wrongs of the Prince Alexius; ye are under
the solemn obligation to avenge the Crucified, to whose
service ye are sworn." He intimated that he had
written to the Emperor of Constantinople to supply
them with provisions ; the Emperor had faithfully pro-
mised to do so. Only in the case that supplies were
refused them, then, as soldiers of Him to whom the
earth and all its produce belonged, they might take
thorn by force; but still in the fear of God, faithfully
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